HBN Parents’ Home Learning Policy
a guide to supporting your child’s learning at home
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Introduction

As a school we believe that it is of vital importance that home learning
must take into account the need for pupils to have a balanced lifestyle and
should be purposeful and relevant to pupil’s needs.
There are many arguments, both for and against, for primary school children to undertake
homework and there appear to be three distinct groups/opinions when it comes to
homework; those who are passionate about it, those who don’t see any point to it and those
who simply go along with whatever system operates at a particular time. The amount and
frequency of homework varies from school to school and between year groups within these
schools.
It is argued for that Home Learning:
• develops home/school partnerships.
• reinforces skills and knowledge learnt at school.
• raises children’s achievements and self esteem.
• helps children to work independently.
However it is important to question:
• what happens when they can’t do it?
• is forcing children to work on after school has finished detrimental to everyone, harming
relationships and causing disruption to family life.
• whether six hours a day learning is sufficient.
This policy sets out to clarify what we as a school consider to be ‘good’ homework, or more
importantly ‘good’ home learning.
Professor Charles Desforges’ research has shown that ‘little and often helps’.
A minimum 10 mins, 3 times a week will impact positively on your child’s learning
‘It is widely recognised that if pupils are to maximise their potential from schooling they will
need the full support of their parents. Attempts to enhance parental involvement in education
occupy governments, administrators, educators and parents’ organisations across North
America, Australasia, continental Europe, Scandinavia and the UK. It is anticipated that parents
should play a role not only in the promotion of their own children’s achievements but more
broadly in school improvement and the democratisation of school governance. The European
Commission, for example, holds that the degree of parental participation is a significant
indicator of the quality of schooling.’
“......we should try to turn out people who love learning so much and learn
so well that they will be able to learn whatever needs to be learned.” John
Holt (1964)
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The image below shows a version of Edgar Dale’s cone of learning and helps to illustrate the
higher level of achievement when children are actively involved in their learning.
HBN’s version of Edgar Dale’s Cone of Learning
YOU REMEMBER

YOU ARE ABLE TO

10% of what you read

Define

Low

List

20% of what you hear

Passive Learning

Read
Hear

Describe
Explain

View Images

Ab

30% of what you see

ili

Watch Videos

Demonstrate

ty
to

View Exhibitions

Apply

re

Practice

m

50% of what you see and hear

em

Watch a Demonstration

be

Active Learning

r

Take part in a ‘hands on’ workshop

Analyse

70% of what you say and write
Take part in shared learning
Copy a model or a learning experience
90% of what you do

Define

High

Create
Evaluate

Make / perform a presentation / experiment

Expectations
There is an identified need for the parents of the pupils to have a greater understanding of the
nature of home learning that is set by individual class teachers in order to ensure that they are
better equipped to help in their children’s learning. Home learning should prepare the pupils
for the transition between year groups and on to secondary school and equip them with the
necessary skills and experiences to be able to adjust to new regimes and protocols. Parent
surveys have identified the need to clarify what is expected of children, parents and teachers in
respect to home learning. The following aims to clarify what these expectations are.
Year Group expectations:
Reception

Years 1 and 2

Year 3 and 4

Years 5 and 6

All children should be encouraged to read regularly at home and to practice their times
tables.
Learning logs will be
introduced in the
summer term

A range of activities
will be provided by
the teachers each half
term. Pupils are
expected to work
through these at their
own pace

Weekly or fortnightly, age appropriate, tasks
set by the teachers
N.B. school calendar events may result in
home learning not being set

All children should be encouraged to extend their learning beyond the classroom. Outcome
sheets are provided by the teachers to give the children a learning focus. Other activities
may, of course, be undertaken by the pupils. If they have a specific interest that they wish to
add to their learning log then they should be encouraged to do so
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The School will:
• provide each pupil with a ‘Learning Log’
• provide half termly curriculum information sheets that outline the intended learning in
school for the pupils
• encourage the pupils to use their learning log
• provide suggestions as to what they can add to their learning log
• encourage that the learning log regularly moves between home and school
• provide directed tasks
• review the learning logs with the pupils
The pupils will:
• complete set tasks
• contribute regularly to their learning log
• take responsibility for their learning logs and ensure that they travel between school and
home regularly
• discuss their learning logs with their peers in school during set times
• ask for help at home and discuss their learning
The parents will help by
• encouraging a regular session to examine and complete Home Learning
• discussing key questions or suggesting resources to help with Home Learning
• helping to balance the time spent between Home Learning and recreational activities
• asking how Home Learning and class work is progressing, and acknowledging success
• attending the school events, productions or displays their child is involved in
• checking if Home Learning has been set
• discussing their child’s responses to set texts and asking to see their completed Home
Learning
• discussing Home Learning with their child in their first language, if English is not the main
language spoken at home, and linking it to previous experiences
• linking Home Learning and other learning tasks to the families’ culture, history and language.
• asking children to think about the following:
★ What was the most important thing you learned today?………..
★ What did you find interesting today?………………..
★ What surprised you?………………….
★ What did you enjoy most about today?…………………
★ What do you want to find out more about?………………….
★ Tell me one thing that still puzzles you……………
★ If you had to tell someone about your learning today what would you tell them about?
★ What is your question for the day about your learning? ………
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A to Z Information
Learning Logs

Learning logs are now being used by many primary schools and we believe that they will help
our children to become more independent in their learning and to adopt a personalised
approach towards their learning. learning Logs are a unique record of your child’s thinking and
learning. Children may be asked to present their learning how they wish, this may include
images from the internet, drawings, images from newspapers/magazines, lift up flaps, charts,
drawings, writing, etc. In fact, anyway in which the pupils best think illustrates their learning. We
also believe that the use of learning logs for home learning will help to foster a positive
attitude towards extending learning beyond the classroom and that this positive attitude will
serve the pupils well when they move on to secondary school.
Learning Logs will be given a high profile in school and we will celebrate children’s good work
and effort. Each week there will be time given in school for children to reflect upon and
discuss their home learning. Your child has their own Learning Log and each week they will be
encouraged by their class teacher to review, consolidate or extend their week’s learning in
their learning log.
• Learning Logs are a vehicle for the child to record their knowledge and understanding in
whatever way they feel is most helpful. They may use pictures, writing, photographs, labelled
diagrams, pop up pictures, tables, graphs or fold away flaps etc to present their work.
• They are an opportunity for children to extend and consolidate their learning in the
classroom.
• They encourage all children to be creative and independent.
• They encourage children to be actively involved in their work and take pride in it.
• Learning Logs encourage a partnership between home and school.
• As Learning Logs are personalised there is no right or wrong way to approach a task.
• They give children ownership of their work.
• Children can be as creative and imaginative as they like.
• Learning Logs can be a useful assessment tool for teachers.
• Parents are encouraged to support when they feel appropriate.
There will also be opportunities for children to carry out their work during school if they
don’t have access to the necessary resources at home.
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Top tips, shown below, are pasted into all learning logs from Year1upwards.

Use colour for
backgrounds and highlighter
pens for writing

Draw pictures or
get them from the
internet or magazines and
newspapers

Make your writing
interesting by using titles
and colour

Ask others to help
you and comment on your
learning

Make them
interesting for others by
asking questions. Did
you know....?
Use bigger sheets of paper

Add flaps or
secret envelopes
Make lists and charts

and make them fold out

Your learning log is a record of your own personal learning journey, you should treasure it.
We want you to be as creative as possible and here are a few ideas of what you could do.
Maths
Times tables are taught in school. The children are taught strategies to help them learn their
tables. However, learning from ‘wrote’ or from memory should always be encouraged as a
sound knowledge of the times tables helps greatly to reduce the number of operations a child
has to process when solving mathematical problems.
Reading at Home
Reading is taught through guided reading sessions in school. All pupils should be encouraged
to read at home, whether it is a story book, newspaper, comic or magazine. Confidence,
motivation and a genuine love of reading are crucial factors which will support the learning
process and help create lifelong readers. In keeping with this, it could be argued that children
should be allowed to read what they want to read (within reason) and that texts should
engage, challenge, inspire, surprise and move the reader.
Spelling:
is taught in school on a regular basis. Children are taught spelling rules and strategies to help
them spell correctly, practice at home can only help.
Outlined below are a few useful tips that you may wish to use to help your child with their
spelling;
• Help your child with those areas of spelling with which you feel confident.
• Remember that not all English words can be spelt correctly by “sounding out”, e.g. the
words ‘you’ and ‘said’.
• Talk about how you spell, and what you do when you don’t know how to spell a word.
• Have your child write at home, e.g. filling in forms, writing notes to family members, writing
phone messages and reminder notes, replying to letters, sending cards.
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• Provide a dictionary and use it together. Remember that dictionaries are more useful if your
child has a knowledge of the alphabet and how a dictionary works.
• Encourage your child to try spelling words, then praise the parts that are correct, and suggest
what else is needed. For example, if your child has written ‘litle’ for little, you might say, “You
have five of the six letters right. One of the letters should be doubled. Can you tell which one
it should be?”
• Encourage your child to look at new words, say them, write them from memory, then check
them.
Helping Your Child – to read, write, spell and speak
What should I do when my child asks how to spell a word?
• Ask if your child can suggest any parts of the word.
• Make sure he or she has access to a dictionary.
• Simply tell your child how the word is spelt.
Should I correct my child’s spelling?
• First, encourage your child to check his or her own work and find any mistakes.
• If your child has made a mistake with a common word, ask him or her to try to fix it without
your assistance.
What should I do if my child finds spelling difficult?
• Continue to encourage your child to have a go when writing, to check words he or she is
not sure of, and to ask for help.
• If your child seems to be having problems, consult his or her teacher.
What if I am not a good speller?
• No problem. Use the dictionary together. It is good for your child to see you using a
dictionary. Talk about what you do when you don’t know how to spell a word.
Should I let my child use a spell checker?
Yes. Children need to be made aware that spell checkers can be useful, but that there are times
when they are not effective, for example:
• when the word is spelt correctly but it is not the right word, e.g. shore and sure
• when the computer gives suggestions but the child still does not know which one is correct
or when the computer uses American spellings.
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